
 Covid-19 and doctoral examinations – additional guidance for examiners  
(to be added to the Examinations guidance information) 

Covid-19 may have required candidates to make considerable adjustments to their research 
plans and activities which may have led to compromises in proxies for doctoral or Masters 
outcomes such as quantity of work or publications. However theses should be written and 
presented in a manner that enables examiners to directly address the extent to which the 
relevant outcomes have been met. 

Achievement of the relevant outcomes may be demonstrated in different ways than under 
‘normal’ circumstances, without compromising on the quality of the research and advanced 
scholarship. For instance, quantity of empirical research may be compensated for by 
substantial amounts of advanced scholarship. This can include community engagement, 
knowledge transfer and professional practice, as well as discipline-based research. 
Advanced scholarship can be described as the critical reinterpretation, application and/or 
transfer of existing knowledge. For the doctoral outcome of originality, in addition to 
generating new knowledge, this can include: applying original processes to specific research 
questions; creating new syntheses to create a new concepts or hypotheses; exploring new 
implications of previous findings in light of new information; revisiting a current issue or 
debate from a different perspective or context; replication of earlier work in a different 
context, or presenting research in a novel way. Examiners are asked to fully recognise these 
alternative approaches as equally valid and valuable contributions. 

As an examining team, please discuss the key quality indicators, such as originality, quality 
sufficient to satisfy peer review and of a standard that could potentially be published, and 
the acquisition of sufficient depth and breadth of knowledge and understanding at the 
forefront of the discipline. This should enable you to plan the viva voce examination with a 
focus on further exploration of any areas in which outcomes may not appear to be met on 
reading of the thesis.  

Students submitting after 19 February 2021 have been advised that they can include an 
optional Covid impact statement, which provides an opportunity to detail how PGRs have 
adjusted their research activities in response to Covid-19. This information will be provided 
to you if submitted, and should contribute to your assessment of the specific outcomes.  

When considering any further requirements of the candidate, in particular additional work 
to meet the key outcomes of quality, please consider these carefully to ensure they are 
appropriate and achievable under current constraints, which may include restrictions of 
access to facilities, research spaces, and research materials. In particular, as opposed to 
generation of additional data, please consider alternative work, such as further scholarship, 
demonstrable increased / deeper understanding of relevant knowledge, or alternative ways 
of demonstrating project design and implementation, depending on the areas in which 
outcomes are not met. 

Thank you for your consideration in these matters, and for your support in maintaining the 
fairness and consistency of our examination processes.  


